
Westminster Presbyterian Church,  

Berkeley Heights 

April 11, 2021 

Second Sunday of Easter 
 

The Greeting                   Pastor George 

 

Prelude    Christ Is Risen              Michael Goetjen 

 

Call to Worship   (From the Greek Orthodox Tradition)        George Betz,  

                     Corry Minkema 

                      

      Christos Anesti  --- Christ is risen! 

       Alithos Anesti --- He is risen indeed! 
 

          Christos Anesti ---  Christ is risen! 

       Alithos Anesti --- He is risen indeed! 
 

          Christos Anesti --- Christ is Risen! 

       Alithos Anesti --- He is risen indeed! 

 

Gathering Hymn   Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!      # 248 

        

Christ is risen! Shout Hosanna! 

Celebrate this day of days! 

Christ is risen! Hush in wonder: 

all creation is amazed. 

In the desert all-surrounding, 

see, a spreading tree has grown. 

Healing leaves of grace abounding 

bring a taste of love unknown. 

 

Christ is risen! Raise your spirits 

from the caverns of despair. 

Walk with gladness in the morning. 

See what love can do and dare. 

Drink the wine of resurrection, 

not a servant, but a friend. 

Jesus is our strong companion. 

Joy and peace shall never end. 

 



 

Christ is risen! Earth and heaven 

nevermore shall be the same. 

Break the bread of new creation 

where the world is still in pain. 

Tell its grim, demonic chorus: 

"Christ is risen! Get you gone!" 

God the First and Last is with us. 

Sing Hosanna everyone! 

. 

Prayer of Invocation                         Corry Minkema    
                       

Risen Lord: We gather to celebrate Your resurrection . . . again . . . and forever.   

Your resurrection underscores this fact:   

 Life triumphs over death. Good is stronger than evil. 

            Love is stronger than hate. 

As we gather to worship . . . open our eyes in order that 

 we may see You in the midst of our everyday life. 

     Help us to see You at work in our relationships. 

   Our Monday-through-Friday work. 

    Our leisure and recreational activities. 

And point out those areas in our larger world where You call us to continue Your work. 

 Give us a heart for the homeless. Those people still out of work because of Covid-19. 

      Those people who continue to struggle financially. 

  Those people who suffer depression. Those people who do not yet know You. 

Risen Lord:  Help us to be people ignited by Your Spirit and passionate for Your mission. 

Amen. 

 

Reading of the Word  John 20:19-29   (Lectionary)          Corry Minkema     
       

Jesus Appears to the Disciples 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his 



hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to 

them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he 

had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you 

forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 

retained.” 

 

Jesus and Thomas 

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin[a]), one of the twelve, was not with them when 

Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 

them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 

the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 

your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, 

“My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen 

me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

....This is the Word of the Lord.     

     Thanks be to God.    

 

Special Music   Scars             Michael Goetjen        

  

                              

The Prayers of the People and the Disciple’s Prayer     Pastor George 

   

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done,          

       on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors;  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A19-29+++&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26881a


and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory, forever.  

Amen.  

 

Hymn    O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing     #255  
       

Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

O sons and daughters, let us sing 

with heavenly hosts to Christ our King; 

today the grave has lost its sting!  

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

That night the apostles met in fear; 

among them came their Lord most dear, and said,  

“My peace be with you here.” 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

When Thomas first the tidings heard, 

how they had seen the risen Lord, 

he doubted the disciples’ word. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

"My pierced side, O Thomas, see; 

and look upon my hands, my feet; 

not faithless, but believing be." 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

No longer Thomas then denied; 

he saw the feet, the hands, the side; 

"You are my Lord and God!" he cried. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

How blest are they who have not seen, 

and yet whose faith has constant been, 

for they eternal life shall win. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

 



Proclamation                Pastor George 
 

“From Doubt . . . to . . . Dynamic Discipleship . . . To World Changing Apostleship” 

 

Closing Hymn   We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight      #817  
       

We walk by faith and not by sight; 

with gracious words draw near, 

O Christ, who spoke as none e'er spoke: 

“My peace be with you here.” 
 

We may not touch your hands and side, 

nor follow where you trod; 

but in your promise we rejoice, 

and cry, "My Lord and God!" 
  

Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; 

and may our faith abound 

to call on you when you are near 

and seek where you are found. 
 

And when our life of faith is done, 

in realms of clearer light 

may we behold you as you are, 

with full and endless sight. 

 

  

Charge & Benediction         Pastor George 

 

Postlude     O Death                         Michael Goetjen 
 

 

Thank You For Serving!  

Pastor George Betz, Michael Goetjen,  

Corry Minkema and Dave Christie. 
 

 

 

 

If you have been blessed by this Service, tell a friend. 

Also, please consider contributing to our Church and its Ministry. 


